
Gail Long

17012 Lomond Blvd.

Shaker Hts. OH 44120

July 31,2016

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 lndependence Ave., SW
Washington, DC2020l

Dear Secretary Burwell,

I write in opposition to the I 1 15 Waiver submitted to the Department of Health and Human Services
by the State of Ohio's Departrnent of Medicaid. The Departrnent was required by HB 64, the State's

Biennium Budget Bill, to submit this Waiver request.

It is my strong opinion that the requirement as drafted and passed by the Legislature was not to create
the Healthy Ohio Proglam to improve access to health care services via the Medicaid program but
rather to reduce the number of eligible Ohioans from the Medicaid rolls. Even the State's Waiver
application estimates that over 100,000 individuals could be droppeil from the Program. It is important
to remember that this Legislature did not support Govemor John Kasich's proposal to expand
Medicaid under the Affordable Care AcL The Govemor was forced to go to tle State's Controlling
Board for approval.

Key to any Waiver application is the assessment of whether or not it will produce results that are
budget neutral. I cannot see how this will happen as what has been proposed indicates an increased
amount of administrative activity - activity that will have to monitor whether or not monthly co-
payments have been made, activity that will keep tract of whether or not an enrollee has signed up and
participated in healthy activities; re-enrolling consumers who have been kicked offof Medicaid for
failure to make their co-pays; and most importantly, the increased cost of providing care in emergency
rooms because consumers are no longer eligible for "Healthy Ohio" due to lack of payment. If
approved, "Healthy Ohio" will cost the State more money and not less.

I urge you to tum down the State of Ohio's 1 115 Waiver request. The purpose of the proposal isto
deny access rather than to focus on a truly healthier population that has continued access to primary
health care services.

Sincerely,

WK
Gail Long



August l, 2016

Sylvia Matlrcws Burwell, Seqetary
Deparbnent ofHealth and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington rc,20201

Dear Secretary Burwell,

Northem Ohioans for Budget Legislation (NOBLE) is a coalition of individuals and organizations commitled

to bring the voioe ofthe low income and poor to the biennium Stab ofohio Budget pocess. Because
Medicaid is a key line item in the Stale's Budge! we feel that is important to express our concerns about the
I I 15 Waiver submitted to CMS for approval. As submitted, we do not feel that it meets the ourrent criteria
used tojudge the merits ofsuoh a waivor. The Heafthy Ohio Plan does tot incr€ase ooverage; it will not

increase the cunent providcr nctworlq it will not improve health outcomes; it will not incrcas{t efficiency or
quality ofcare and it will not be budget neutral.

Increrss coverrge: Ohioans eaming betwesn 100 and 138% oftte Federal Poverty Guidelines will not be

able to pay into a health savings acoount For many people eaming $8110 m hour, an $8.25 monfhly co-pay
will be impossible to pay once ren! food, clding and transportation are taken into consideration. The

expansion of Medicaid as proposed by Governor Kasich and approved by the State Conholling Board was a
godsend for thousands in the Stab who previously had not been able to afford heallh care coverage ofany

kind. The Department of Medicaid states itself in the Waiver application that people will dmp ofrbecause of

this expense. This is a decrease end not an increasc in coverage.

Increese in provlder networlc The changes to presumptive eligibility wiil deorcase the number of
providers willing to acc€pt Medic&id patients. Elimination of fte 90 day period for which Medicaid currently
pays medical expenses prior to lte application date is detimental for both the consumer and the provider. .
Without this provision, both will be frced with financial stress.

Improvenent of Hcalth Outcom€s: For those who have been drop@ fron the Healtry Ohio hograrn due
to past due co-pays, the emergency rcom will once again become their pmvider ofchoice. These individuals

will seek care when they are sick and will not e,ngage in preventive care or follow up on necessary car€'
including medicdio4 because they cannot afod it ltis will do mtring to impqove health outcom€s and in

our opinion will continue to increase the g4 between the rich agd the poor when it comes to h€alth
outoomes.

fncrease eftcbncy or qudity of car.,e: Administrative efficiency will be compromised. How will the co-
pays be collected fiom people wlro do not have bank accouts? Whose respgnsibility lvill it be to coll€ct the

co-pays - bankq managed care orgmiz*ions, tile Department of



Heallfiy Ohio I I 15 Waiver

Mcdicaid? As rtcscribcd ia fuir amlicdion, tte heolth savings mrmt mcchmism will be etrcmeiy -

cbftpliced ad ditrcult to botr administ€r ad monitor. Kccping track oflhe hcaHh ravings accout will
moot certainly take prcc&ce ovs th€ quality of care one reccivce as collecting noey from pooph wlto
cannot aford it aod kicking lscm offof Mcdicrid if they do nd poy scems to bc ftc Ficity.

Budgct ncutrrl: How can smething be brldgFt ncilral vhen srch a huge la5Er of sl'ninisfidivE work will
be necessary? Fedaps tk hope is thar so many people will be droppcd Am tb progrm and in that *ry,
moncy will be saved *

Thank yor for the opporhrnity to submit on ftoughts and opiniom.

?;^r,,,*qi';;,#ry
Co-Chair

0fL,trtrt L/,//t
Norman Wolfc
Co-Chair



July 27 ,2016

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20201

Subject: Public Comment(s) regarding Ohio's Submission to the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Seryices for an 1115 Waiver known as Healthv Ohio

vtynmeis /zO4 4/ack andlamaMedicaidconsumerinthe
State of Ohio. The 1 1 15 Waiver as submitted for approval to CMS will directly affect me as I am not
disabled nor am I a pregnant woman or under the age of 18.

What concems me about this Waiver application is that there is a very real possibitty that it will hafln
more people rather than it will help. It is my opinion that many, many people will be cut offthe
program because it requires payments from people like myself who are on very limited incomes and
the progmm will become extremely complicated and burdensome. If approved, the Waiver will
ultimately force people offof Medicaid. For many of us, the State of Ohio's expansion of Medicaid
under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act was the first time in our adulthood that we have had
regular access to health care. Ifwe are to stay healthy, the program as it currenfly exists must
continue.

Here are my major concens:

Making a regularly monthly payment into a health savings account will be nearly impossible as I
have a very limited income. Housing, food and transportation costs must come first.

If I were dropped from the program, it would be next to impossible for me to pay what I owe plus
the required payment to get back onto Medicaid.

! I do not have a bank accoun! nor could I afford the charges if I did set one up in order to pay the
monthly co-pay.

I have a chronic illness (lung, heart, diabetes, hypertension, etc.) that if goes untreated because I
lost Medicaid coverage would create more serious health problems and end up costing the State
even more if I have to access my care through the emergency room.

I urge you to NOT approve the State of Ohio's I I l5 Waiver application.

Sincerely,

-/-nH
d



July 27 ,2016

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20201

Subject: Public Comment(s) regarding Ohio's Submission to the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Seruices for an 1115 Waiver known as Healthv Ohio

My name i and I am a Medicaid consumer in the
State of Ohio. The I 115 Waiver as submitted for approval to CMS will directly affect me as I am not
disabled nor am I a pregnant woman or under the age of 18.

What concems me about this Waiver application is that there is a very real possibility that it will hann
more people rather than it will help. It is my opinion that many, many people will be cut offthe
program because it requires payments from people like myself who are on very linited incomes and
the program will become extremely complicated and burdensome. If approved, the Waiver will
ultimately force people offof Medicaid. For many of us, the State of Ohio's expansion of Medicaid
under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act was the fnst time in our adulthood that we have had
regular access to health care. If we are to stay healthy, the program as it currently exists must
continue.

Here are my major concems:

V Making a regularly montlly payment into a health savings account will be nearly impossible as I
have a very limited income. Housing, food and hansportation costs must come fust.

K If t were dropped from the program, it would be next to impossible for me to pay what I owe plus
the required payment to get back onto Medicaid.

{ | do nothuu"a bank account, nor could I afford the charges if I did set one up in order to pay the
monthly co-pay.

{ lhave a chronc illness (lung, heart, diabetes, hypertension, etc.) that if goes untreated because I
lost Medicaid coverage would create more serious health problems and end up costing the State
even more if I have to access my care through the emergency room.

I urge you to NOT approve the State of Ohio's I I 15 Waiver application.

Sincerely,

qD7

!,lrtu



July 27 ,2016

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20201

Subject: Public Comment(s) regarding Ohio's Submission to the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Services for an 1115 Waiver known as Healthy Ohio

lnn fu //)rck4My name is and I am a Medicaid consumer in the

State of Ohio. The I I 15 Waiver as submitted for approval to CMS will directly affect me as I am not
disabled nor am I a pregnant woman or under the age of 18.

What concems me about this Waiver application is that there is a very real possibility that it will harm
nore people rather rhnn it will help. It is my opinion that many, many people will be cut offthe
progmm because it requires payments from people like myself who are on very limited incomes and
the program will become exhemely complicated and burdensome. If approved, the Waiver will
ultirnately force people offof Medicaid. For many of us, the State of Ohio's expansion of Medicaid
under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act was the first time in our adulthood that we have had
regular access to health care. If we are to stay healthy, the progam as it currenfly exists must
continue,

Here are my major concems:

! Making a regularly monthly payment into a health savings account will be nearly impossible as I
have a very limited income. Housing, food and transportation costs must come fnst.

! If I were dropped from the program, it would be next to impossible for me to pay what I owe plus
the required paynent to get back onto Medicaid.

! I do not have a bank accorm! nor could I afford the charges ifI did set one up in order to pay the
monthly co-pay.

n I have a chronic illness (lung, heart, diabetes, hypertension, etc.) that ifgoes untreated because I
lost Medicaid coverage would create more serious health problems and end up costing the State
even more if I have to access my c*s tlhrcrrgh the emergency room.

I urge you to NOT approve the State of Ohio's 1l 15 Waiver application.

Sincerely,

Mffi7



tily 27 ,20L6

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington DC 2O2Ot

Dear Secretary Burwell:

My name is Michael Clock and I am a relative of a Medicaid consumer in the State of Ohio. The 1115

Waiver as submitted by the State of Ohio will directly affect my niece.

My real concern is that it will harm more people that it will help. Many people wilt be cut off of the
program because it requires payments from people like my niece who is on a very limited income. I also

think this "new" program will create a bureaucratic mess. lf approved, this program will force people off

of Medicaid, and these will probably be the people who need it the most. Cutting people off should

certainly not be the intent of "Healthy Ohio."

Please review the 1115 Waiver and look at it through the eyes of someone who really needs the help!

Discuss it with those individuals and hear what they have to say.

Re-spectfully,

Michael Clock

'F"



JulY 31, 2016

Svlvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary

Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, sW

Washington D€ 20201

Dear Secretary Burwell,

It has been reported that Ohio underspent its Medicaid budget by over a billion dollars even with

O5O,OOO new Medicaid recipients. Over 50% of these enrollees are working but cannot afford health care. My

44 year old niece is one of these people. She has not been able to find steady work for over a year and her

present job is only two days a week. Like many she does not have a checking account, changes jobs fairly

regularly to increase her pay and moves more than many in order to live where her rent is more affordable.

How will the Healthy Ohio program monitor all of my niece's changes? And I can say with certainty that 58.25

per month co-pay will be a hardship on her'

The State of Ohio has forgotten that Medicaid was created to provide health care for the poor and low

income? The 1115 Waiver as submitted to HHS does just the opposite. Consumers who are dropped from the

Medicaid program because they are unable to make monthly health savings account payments will go back to

using the more expensive emergency room for their care. Many in Cuyahoga County will return to our publicly

owned hospital's rating system. With the elimination of presumptive eligibility as proposed in the Waiver and

the cuts to the Federal DISH Program, MetroHealth along with other providers will see a siSnificant drop in

their revenues.

From all that I have read, I believe that the Healthy Ohio program will be very expensive to set up and

administer. Many Ohioans who need Medicaid the most will lose it. lt also appears that Ohio's plan has

components, such as imposing yearly and life time caps on coverage, that go against the Affordable Care Act.

I am not convinced that Ohio's plan will provide a better Medicaid program or in any way be a cost

savings. Remember, ohio's taxpayers overwhelmingly supported Medicaid expansion as proposed by

Governor Kasich. We believe that all Ohio citizens should have access to health care. By the State's own

figures, under the expansion, the expansion has been a win-win for both the State and for the consumers.

The State made virtually no changes to their Waiver proposal after they received comments from the

public. I urge CMS to not approve Ohio's 1115 Waiver submission.

Sincerely,

,U-\t'; nl'-l
Gloria Aron
2L23 w. 81" st.
Cleveland OH 44L02



July 27,2016

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20201

Subjecfi Public Comment(s) regarding Ohio's Submission to the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Services for an 1115 Waiver known as Healthv Ohio

Myname i" f\eloraik € Le*1aU andlamaMedicaidconsumerinthe
State of Ohio. The 1115 Waiver as submitted for approval to CMS will directly affect me as I am not
disabled nor am I a pregnant woman or under the age of 18.

What concems me about this Waiver application is that there is a very real possibility that it will barm
more people rather than it will help. It is my opinion that many, many people will be cut offthe
program because it requires payments from people like myself who are on very lirnited incomes and
the program will become extremely complicated and burdensome. If approved, the Waiver will
ultimately force people offof Medicaid. For many of us, the State of Ohio's expansion of Medicaid
under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act was the first time in our adulthood that we have had
regular access to health care. If we are to stay healthy, the program as it currently exists must
continue.

Here are my majot ooncerns:

{ U^furg u ngularly monthly payment into a health savings account will be nearly impossible as I
have a very limited income. Housing, food and transportation costs must come first.

E/ If I were dropped from the progranr, it would be next to impossible for me to pay what I owe plus
the required paym.ent to get back onto Medicaid.

! I do not have a bank account, nor could I afford the charges ifl did set one up in order to pay the
monthly co-pay.

n I have a chronic illness (ung, heart, diabetes, hypertension, etc.) that if goes untreated because I
lost Medicaid coverage would create more serious health problems and end up costing the Stale
even more if I have to access my care through the emergency room.

I urge you to NOT approve the State of Ohio's 1115 Waiver application.

Sincerelv.

W€o(tu



July 27 ,2016

Sylvia Matthews Burwell, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20201

Subject: Public Comment(s) regarding Ohio's Submission to the Center for Medicaid and

Medicare Seruices for an 1115 Waiver known as Healthv Ohio

My name is and I am a Medicaid consumer in the

State of Ohio. The I I 15 Waiver 6 submitted for approval to CMS will directly affect me as I am not
disabled nor am I a pregnant woman or under the age of 18.

What concems me about this Waiver application is that there is a very real possibility that it will hamr
more people rather than it will help. It is my opinion tbat many, many people will be cut offthe
program because it requires payments from people like myself who are on very limited incomes and
the prograrn will become extremely complicated and burdensome. If approved, the Waiver will
ultimately force people offof Medicaid. For many of us, the State of Ohio's expansion of Medicaid
under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act was the first time in our adulthood that we have had
regular access to health care. Ifwe are to stay healthy, the program as it currently exists must
continue.

Here are my major concens:

Making a regularly monthly payment into a health savings account will be nearly impossible as I
have a very limited income. Housing, food and transportation costs must come first.

If I were dropped from the program, it would be next to impossible for me to pay what I owe plus
the required payment to get back onto Medicaid.

I do not have a bank accorrrlt, nor could I afford the charges if I did set one up in order to pay the
monthly co-pay.

I have a chronic illness (lung, heart, diabetes, hypertension, etc.) that if goes untreated because I
lost Medicaid coverage would create more serious health problems and end up costing the State
even more if I have to access my care through the emergency room.

I urge you to NOT approve the State of Ohio's I I 15 Waiver application.

Sincerely,

F

uN$.
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